
HOWARD COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES 

May 26, 2026 

A Meeting of the Howard County Board of Commissioners was convened in open and public 

session on the 26th day of May, 2026, in the Boardroom, Howard County Courthouse, St. Paul, 

Nebraska.  Notice of the meeting was given thereof on the 20th day of May, 2026.  Copies of the 

agenda were posted in the courthouse, emailed to each Commissioner, and kept current and 

available to the public at the Clerk’s office.  A proof of publication is filed in the Clerk’s office.  

Chairman Hirschman called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m.  Roll Call:  Jessie Urbanski, Aye; 

Kirt Lukasiewicz, Aye; and Kathy Hirschman, Aye.  Also, present is County Clerk, Brenda 

Klanecky.   

Pledge of Allegiance- The Pledge of Allegiance was recited during the Board of Equalization 

meeting.  

Chairman Hirschman stated to those in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open 

Meetings Act is available for review and indicated the location of such copy in the room where 

the meeting is being held. 

Public Comment-None. 

County Road Discussion –Highway Superintendent, Janet Thomsen and Road Foreman, Jerry 

Thompson were present to discuss the following:    

One and Six Year Plan-Ms. Thomsen and Mr. Thompson discussed the current One and Six Year 

Plan and road projects that were discussed in February to determine what needed to be added 

or deleted.   The public hearing will be advertised for two weeks.  The public hearing for the 

One and Six Year Plan will be scheduled for the June 23rd meeting at 9:00 a.m. 

Update on Bridge at 14th Ave. East of Sherman Rd-Ms. Thomsen received information from 

County Engineer, Lance Harter regarding the subject bridge.  Mr. Harter stated that the County 

could replace the bridge with a single 10 foot, arched culvert which would be 40 foot long.  It 

was decided that a single culvert would work for a cost of $18,000.00 instead of the two-8 foot 

culverts priced at approximately $29,000.00.  Ms. Thomsen had already canceled the order on 

the two culverts and ordered the single culvert. 

Summer Hours- Summer hours were discussed.  Commissioners were concerned that the 

County wouldn’t have coverage on the roads five days a week.  The Commissioners want to 

keep consistency within the department, be flexible, and use time management.     

Mail-  
Email from the Czech Republic for Nebraska 



Letter from NDWEE re:  Rasmussen Land & Cattle Inc. 
TERC Decision 
TERC Findings and Order 
Unfinished Business- None. 

Kevin Sestak-Discuss Senior Center- Kevin Sestak representing the Senior Center Board was 

present to discuss insurance premium on the two hot shot vehicles that Midland Area Agency 

on Aging is to transfer the titles over to the Senior Center.  The quote for six months insurance 

coverage is $1,319.00.  Insurance for liability on the building is around $900.00.  Currently, the 

funds haven’t been budgeted for the Senior Center.  The Commissioners will discuss this item 

during the budget hearing requests.  The new budget doesn’t start until July 1, 2026. 

Casey Muzic-Midland Area Agency on Aging-Budget Request-Director, Casey Muzic and Pam 

Arterburn, Transit Manager were present regarding the budget request for Midland Area 

Agency on Aging.  Ms. Muzic is asking for a $1,675.00 increase in funds in the total amount of 

$25,284.00.  The Commissioners questioned the reason for renting a building in St. Paul.  It is 

mainly for a place to park the transport vehicles.  They have two vans and a bus.  Ms. Muzic had 

already been looking into ending the rent of the building in St. Paul.  She would like to find a 

secure location to park the vans and bus.  Ms. Muzic was asked if not having to pay rent on a 

building would decrease the budget asking?  She said that it wouldn’t.  Ms. Hirschman stated 

the budget request would be discussed during the budget workshop and that the County would 

look into a secure location for the vehicles. 

Hamilton Telecommunications-Benjamin Dennis-  Mr. Dennis presented the Commissioners 

with a press release regarding Hamilton Telecommunications providing 152 miles of new buried 

fiber which will deliver ultra-reliable high-speed internet service to every home and business in 

the project area.  Mr. Dennis answered the questions brought up by the Commissioners.   

Disaster Declaration-May 17, 2026 Tornado-  On Sunday, May 17, 2026, a tornado struck 

southern Howard County causing extensive damage to electrical poles and wire, livestock, farm 

equipment and irrigation systems as well as destroying 4 homes.  Urbanski made a motion to 

approve the signing of the declaration and seconded by Lukasiewicz.  Roll Call:  Lukasiewicz, 

Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.   

Fire and Rescue Departments in Howard County-Radio Issues-  Those present were Emergency 

Manager, Allen Wilshusen, Dannebrog Fire Chief, Terry Webb,  Elba Fire Chief, Randy Faaborg, 

Aaron Hoffman with Platte Valley Communications and Sheriff, Mike Hoff.  Mr. Webb discussed a 

grant that Dannebrog received for an Oak Creek River Gauge prior to discussing the radio issues.  

Mr. Webb also explained the radio issues that the Dannebrog Fire and Rescue are currently 

having.  Sheriff Hoff had done radio tests across the County last week.  Only one area had an 

issue which was up by Wolbach which is in the Region 26 dispatching area.  Mr. Hoffman with 



Platte Valley Communications went out this morning to look at the tower.  He found a piece of 

equipment unplugged.  He made some adjustments to see if the radio quality would improve.  

Randy Faaborg had looked at a few of St. Paul’s rescue vehicles and found an antenna with an 

issue.  Consensus of the group was that the radios and antennas on rescue equipment probably 

need to be checked on a regular basis as well as the communications equipment on the tower.  

Also discussed was adding a repeater or replacing a repeater and the costs.   

Onsolve Billing-(Code Red Invoice)-Mr. Wilshusen was present to discuss the bill with Onsolve.  

The County had a couple of months of no service with Code Red.  They had agreed to give us 

credit in the amount of $780.00.  The third year of the County’s 3 year contract will begin July 1, 

2026.  If we would like to utilize the credit, the County would need to sign a new contract which 

shows the credit.  It was agreed to take the credit now instead of waiting for a new contract. 

EMPG Grant-Emergency Manager-Mr. Wilshusen was present to discuss the grant from NEMA 

from fiscal year 2025-2026.  Howard County had applied for the grant and been approved but 

has not received any of the monies.  The grant pays for a portion (approximately 50%) of the 

emergency manager’s wages and benefits.  Mr. Wilshusen contacted them and we are still to 

receive the money in a one-time payment instead of quarterly.   Nothing has been said 

regarding the next fiscal year.  Mr. Wilshusen is to keep the Commissioners updated on this 

matter. 

Amended Crime Commission Award-The Crime Commission Grant Award was able to be 

amended and Howard County will be able to receive an additional $2,000.00 for mileage for the 

on-site mental health therapy program through Live Well Counseling Center.  The grant award is 

effective immediately.  Lukasiewicz made a motion to approve the amended grant award in the 

amount of $2,000.00 and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Hirschman, Aye; Urbanski, Aye; and 

Lukasiewicz, Aye. 

Approve/Deny Paying Claims Twice in June- Urbanski made a motion to approve paying claims 

at both Commissioner meetings in the month of June and seconded by Lukasiewicz.  Roll Call:  

Urbanski, Aye; Lukasiewicz, Aye; and Hirschman, Aye. 

Budget Request-Grand Island Area Clean Community System-The Commissioners received a 

letter from Denise McGovern-Gallagher with Grand Island Area Clean Community system in the 

amount of $2,000.00 and also asked that the Commissioners sign a letter of support for the 

work they do.  Lukasiewicz made a motion to approve the budget request of $2,000.00 and to 

sign the letter of support and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Lukasiewicz, Aye; Hirschman, 

Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.  

Set Hearing Dates for Protest Hearings and Damaged Real Property Hearings (Explanation of 

Damaged Real Property- Assessor, Neal Dethlefs and Clerk, Brenda Klanecky were also present 



to set the hearing dates for the protest hearings and damaged real property.  Mr. Dethlefs 

explained the processes to the Board.  Landowners have until June 30th to file a protest on 

valuation of property.  Next Board meeting following that date will be July 14th.  Deadline to 

complete everything and have it mailed off is July 25, 2026.  July 25, 2026, falls on a Saturday.  

Decisions are required to be made prior to July 25, 2026.  The Assessor reviews the properties 

that are being protested prior to the hearing.  Lukasiewicz made a motion to set the hearing 

dates for the Protest Hearings from the afternoon of July 13, 2026 through July 22, 2026, with 

the closing on July 22, 2026, at 8:30 a.m. and to schedule the review and decision of the 

Damaged Real Property following the closing of the protest hearings and seconded by Urbanski.  

Roll Call:  Lukasiewicz, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.  

Set Budget Workshop Dates-Lukasiewicz made a motion to approve setting Budget Workshop 

dates for June 9-10 and June 23-24, starting after the regular meetings on June 9th and 23rd and 

8:30 a.m. on June 10th and 24th and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Lukasiewicz, Aye; 

Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye. 

Sheriff’s Dept. – Sale of K-9 Equipment- Sheriff Mike Hoff was present to discuss the sale of the 

canine equipment.  The equipment to be sold will need to be declared as excess equipment 

prior to selling it.  This will be placed on the next agenda along with the approval/denial of the 

sale.   

Executive Session-Possible Litigation- Urbanski made a motion to go into executive session to 

discuss possible litigation at 11:56 a.m. and seconded by Lukasiewicz.  Roll Call:  Lukasiewicz, 

Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.  Hirschman stated the Commissioners were going into 

executive session regarding possible litigation.  Those present were the Commissioners and 

County Attorney, Heather Sikyta.  Lukasiewicz made a motion to come out of executive session 

at 12:02 p.m. and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Urbanski, Aye; Lukasiewicz, Aye; and 

Hirschman, Aye. No action taken.  

Consent Agenda - The Board reviewed the payroll and claims dated 5/26/2026, and the 

Commissioner Meeting regular minutes dated 5/8/2026 and the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion 

was made by Lukasiewicz and seconded by Urbanski to approve the payroll and claims dated 

5/26/2026, General $250,434.24, and Roads-$64,606.44, for a total of $315,040.68, the 

Treasurer’s Report, and Commissioner meeting minutes dated 5/8/2026, and authorize Board 

Chair, Kathy Hirschman to sign the minutes. Roll Call:   Urbanski, Aye; Lukasiewicz, Aye; and 

Hirschman, Aye. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, motion was made by Lukasiewicz 

and seconded by Urbanski to adjourn the meeting at 12:07 p.m.  Roll Call:  Hirschman, Aye; 



Urbanski, Aye; and Lukasiewicz, Aye.  Meeting Adjourned.  The next regular meeting of the 

Howard County Board of Commissioners will be June 9, 2026.   

Dated this 26th day of May, 2026.        

 

Kathy Hirschman      
Howard County Board Chair     
  

ATTEST: 

 

 

Brenda Klanecky 
Howard County Clerk 
 


