
HOWARD COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES 

June 9, 2026 

A Meeting of the Howard County Board of Commissioners was convened in open and public 

session on the 9th day of June, 2026, in the Boardroom, Howard County Courthouse, St. Paul, 

Nebraska.   

Notice of the meeting was given thereof on the 3rd day of June, 2026.  Copies of the agenda 

were posted in the courthouse, emailed to each Commissioner, and kept current and available 

to the public at the Clerk’s office.  A proof of publication is filed in the Clerk’s office.  Chairman 

Hirschman called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  Roll Call: Kirt Lukasiewicz, Aye; Kathy 

Hirschman, Aye; and Jessie Urbanski, Aye.  Also, present is County Clerk, Brenda Klanecky.   

Pledge of Allegiance- The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Chairman Hirschman stated to those in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open 

Meetings Act is available for review and indicated the location of such copy in the room where 

the meeting is being held. 

Public Comment-None.  

County Road Discussion – Highway Superintendent, Janet Thomsen and Road Foreman, Jerry 

Thompson were present to discuss the following:   

Approve/Deny Recommendation for new employee-Ms. Thomsen and Mr. Thompson 

reviewed the two applications with the Commissioners.  Discussed were the duties of a new 

employee and the need for a new employee.  It was recommended to hire application number 

two.  Urbanski made a motion to approve the hiring of Chris Nielsen and seconded by 

Lukasiewicz.  Roll Call:  Hirschman, Aye; Urbanski, Aye; and Lukasiewicz, Aye.   

Discuss Steps for next fiscal year road wages- The Commissioners reviewed the Howard County 

Roads Worker Classifications.  All employees and their classifications and wages were reviewed.  

Lukasiewicz made a motion to table the step increases and wages for the next fiscal year until 

the next meeting and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Urbanski, Aye; Lukasiewicz, Aye; and 

Hirschman, Aye. 

Mail- 
Letter from NACO-Light to Unite 
Information email from Svoboda Benefits 
Hamilton Monthly Report 
Unfinished Business – None. 



Public Hearing-CUP-Request Background Calves/Nuisance Easement Waiver-Kevin 

Lukasiewicz-Urbanski made a motion to open the public hearing at 9:00 a.m. and seconded by 

Lukasiewicz.  Roll Call:  Lukasiewicz, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.  Those present are 

Planning and Zoning Administrator, Cherri Klinginsmith and landowner, Kevin Lukasiewicz.   Mr. 

Lukasiewicz requests to background 400-500 calves weighing between 500-900 pounds.  The 

conditional use permit would run with the landowner only and be perpetual.  The pasture land 

grass would not be destroyed.  Following discussion, Urbanski made a motion to close the 

public hearing at  9:10 a.m. and seconded by Lukasiewicz.  Roll Call:  Hirschman, Aye; Urbanski, 

Aye; and Lukasiewicz, Aye.  Urbanski made a motion to approve the conditional use permit 

request by Kevin Lukasiewicz to background calves/ nuisance easement waiver as presented 

and seconded by Hirschman.  Roll Call:  Urbanski, Aye; Lukasiewicz, Aye; and Hirschman, Aye. 

Vacate Subdivision-Twisted T Acres-Taylor Dierberger-Those present are Ms. Klinginsmith and 

Taylor Dierberger.  The Commissioners reviewed the application to vacate the Twisted T Acres 

Subdivision.  Urbanski made a motion to approve the vacate of Twisted T Acres Subdivision as 

presented and seconded by Lukasiewicz.  Roll Call:  Hirschman, Aye; Urbanski, Aye; and 

Lukasiewicz, Aye.   

Loup Basin Public Health Department- Present were Amanda Jeffries and Stephanie Gideon 

were present to discuss updates on the programs that Loup Basin Public Health Department is 

offering and how they work.  They will be taking over the WIC Program effective July 1, 2026.  

Also discussed were the rural health dollars and what they are planning to spend the money on.  

New inspection regulations of municipal pools was discussed.  Safety continues to be the 

number one concern.  They plan to continue to meet with the Commissioners annually. 

Sheriff’s Dept.-Surplus Equipment-Canine and Approve/Deny Sale of Equipment-The 

Commissioners reviewed the list of equipment to be deemed surplus.  The list of equipment is 

to be sold to the Hall County Sheriff’s Office in the amount of $3,086.16.  Urbanski made a 

motion to approve the list of equipment as surplus and seconded by Lukasiewicz.  Roll Call:  

Lukasiewicz, Aye;  Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.  Lukasiewicz made a motion to sell said 

surplus equipment to the Hall County Sheriff’s Office in the amount of $3,086.16, and seconded 

by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Urbanski, Aye; Lukasiewicz, Aye; and Hirschman, Aye. 

Platte Valley Radio Tower Contract-Aaron Hoffman with Platte Valley Communications was 

present to discuss a Maintenance Service Agreement with the County for the AVTEC 3 Position 

Dispatch Console and the Howard County Tower Equipment for an annual amount of $3,600.00.  

Lukasiewicz made a motion to approve the maintenance service agreement with Platte Valley 

with the payment taken out of the Communications budget starting July 1, 2026, and seconded 

by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Hirschman, Aye; Urbanski, Aye; and Lukasiewicz, Aye.   



Emergency Manager-OnSolve Contract-Emergency Manager, Allen Wilshusen was present to 

discuss the contract with Onsolve.  The County was to receive a credit in the amount of $780.56 

due to no service by OnSolve for a couple of months this past year.  The contract is for a period 

beginning July 1, 2026 and June 30, 2027.  Lukasiewicz made a motion to approve the final year 

of the contract with a credit of $780.56, making the annual total due $3,278.88 and seconded 

by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Urbanski, Aye; Lukasiewicz, Aye; and Hirschman, Aye. 

Resolution# 2026-11a-E911 Transfer from Wireless Service to Communications- Those present 

are Chief Dispatcher, Melissa Paxton and Sheriff Mike Hoff.  The Resolution is to transfer funds 

from the E911 Wireless Service Fund (2913) to the Communications General Fund in the 

amount of $47,709.58 for fiscal year 2025-2026.  The Commissioners reviewed the resolution 

and Urbanski made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-11a as presented and seconded by 

Lukasiewicz.  Roll Call: Hirschman, Aye; Urbanski, Aye; and Lukasiewicz, Aye. 

Howard County Land Closing-The Commissioners reviewed the closing documents for the 

Roads Department property located at 408 Elm Street.  Proceeds have been deposited in the 

County General Fund.  Commissioners agreed that a resolution will be drawn up for the June 

23rd meeting to transfer funds from County General Fund to the Inheritance Fund.  No action 

taken. 

NIRMA Insurance Renewal- The Commissioners reviewed the NIRMA/NIRMA II 2026-2027 

billing statement.  After discussing the deductibles, it was determined that the savings would be 

minimal by raising the deductibles.  Urbanski made a motion to leave the deductibles the same 

and seconded by Lukasiewicz.  Roll Call:  Urbanski, Aye; Lukasiewicz, Aye; and Hirschman, Aye. 

Hamilton Telecommunication-Cyber Security Project-A quote/estimate from Hamilton Business 

Technologies was received for a server for the courthouse.  The cost of the server is to be 

reimbursed by the cybersecurity grant.  Attached is an invoice for 50% of the cost of a new 

server for the courthouse.  Hirschman made a motion to approve paying all of the invoices on 

this upfront on the server project as it proceeds and submit all invoices at one time when the 

project is complete for reimbursement by the State of Nebraska and seconded by Lukasiewicz.  

Roll Call:  Lukasiewicz, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Not available.  

Howard County/AOCP Agreement-District Court Clerk-The Commissioners reviewed the 

agreement between the Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation (AOCP) and Howard 

County to be effective July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027, in the amount of $19,207.81, for the 

Clerk Magistrates duties as the Clerk of the District Court.  Lukasiewicz made a motion to 

approve the agreement as presented and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Hirschman, Aye; 

Urbanski, Aye; and Lukasiewicz, Aye.  



Joint Public Hearing Postcards-NACO will be partnering with the State Print Shop and Pitney 

Bowes this year for the printing and mailing of the Joint Public Hearing postcards.  The County is 

required to designate a printing service for the Joint Public Hearing postcards.  Lukasiewicz 

made a motion to designate NACO facilitating the printing and mailing of the joint public 

hearing postcards and seconded by Hirschman.  Roll Call:  Urbanski, Not available; Lukasiewicz, 

Aye; and Hirschman, Aye. 

Letter to Governor Pillen-BEAD Program-The Commissioners reviewed a letter to sign on to 

send to Governor Pillen regarding the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment Program.  

Lukasiewicz made a motion to approve signing on to a letter as presented to Governor Pillen 

and for each of the Commissioners to sign and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Lukasiewicz, 

Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye. 

Approve/Deny SDL Application Howard County Ag Society- Jerry Thompson presented an 

application for a Special Designated License for a Bull Riding event to be held at the Howard 

County Fairgrounds on June 20, 2026 from 1:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.  Following discussion, 

Lukasiewicz made a motion to approve the SDL and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  

Hirschman, Aye; Urbanski, Aye; and Lukasiewicz, Aye.    

Eakes Lease Agreement Extension-Howard Co. 8th District Judge- The District Court Judge 

Noakes received an extension on the lease agreement with Eakes in the amount of $78.63 per 

month.  Urbanski made a motion to approve the lease agreement and seconded by Lukasiewicz.  

Roll Call:  Urbanski, Aye; Lukasiewicz, Aye; and Hirschman, Aye. 

Approve/Deny Official’s Deputy Wage Percentage-  Assessor Neal Dethlefs and Clerk Brenda 

Klanecky were present for this discussion.  Treasurer, Sara Roy was attending training.  

Discussion was held regarding changing the current percentage rate of the official’s deputy from 

78% to 80%.  Mr. Dethlefs had sent a letter to increase the percentage of his deputy effective 

July 1, 2026.  Following a discussion on the deputy’s percentage of the elected officials, (clerk, 

treasurer, and assessor), Lukasiewicz made a motion to approve drawing up a resolution to be 

presented at the next Commissioner meeting increasing the elected official’s (assessor, clerk 

and treasurer) deputy wages from 78% of the official’s wages to 80% effective July 1, 2026, and 

seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Lukasiewicz, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.   

GCA Days Discussion-Present was Jennifer Ostendorf.  Treasurer, Sara Roy was at training.  

Discussion about activities at the courthouse, lighting at the courthouse, cotton candy, candy for 

the parade, cookies, and a float in the parade were discussed.  Plans will be updated as needed. 

Consent Agenda - The Board reviewed the claims dated 6/9/2026, and the Commissioner BOE 

and regular meeting minutes dated 5/26/2026.  The Board also reviewed the Clerk, District 

Court, Treasurer, and Sheriff Reports as presented.  Motion was made by Urbanski and 



seconded by Lukasiewicz to approve the claims dated 6/9/2026, General $79,840.49, Roads-

$67,766.99, Tourism Improvement-$6,111.00, Tourism Promotion Fund-$8,140.00, 911 

Emergency Management Fund-$806.02, and E911 Wireless Service Fund $3,580.83 for a total of 

$166,245.33, meeting minutes dated 5/26/2026, and authorize Board Chair, Kathy Hirschman to 

sign the minutes, and approve reports received from the Clerk, District Court, Treasurer, and 

Sheriff.  Roll Call: Lukasiewicz, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.   

The Commissioners recessed at 11:43 a.m. 

The Commissioners reconvened at 1:00 p. m. to begin the budget workshop. 

Several departments came before the Commissioners to review their budgets for fiscal year 

2026-2027.  

Urbanski made a motion to reconsider an item on the consent agenda and seconded by 

Lukasiewicz.  Roll Call:  Lukasiewicz, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.   

Urbanski made a motion to approve the consent agenda except to deny the amount of $450.00 

from claim number 26060047, changing the general fund to $79,390.49 and total funds to 

$165,795.33, and seconded by Lukasiewicz.  Roll Call:  Hirschman, Aye; Urbanski, Aye; and 

Lukasiewicz, Aye. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, motion was made by Urbanski and 

seconded by Lukasiewicz, to adjourn the meeting at 4:00 p.m.  Roll Call: Hirschman, Aye; 

Urbanski, Aye; and Lukasiewicz, Aye.  Meeting Adjourned.  The next regular meeting of the 

Howard County Board of Commissioners will be June 23, 2026.     

Dated this 9th day of June, 2026.        

 

 

Kathy Hirschman     
Howard County Board Chair    
 

ATTEST: 

 

Howard County Clerk 
Brenda Klanecky        
 

 


